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NOAA Fisheries Announces a Commercial Trip Limit for Dolphin in the Atlantic 
 

The final rule implementing Regulatory Amendment 

1 to the Fishery Management Plan for the Dolphin 

and Wahoo Fishery of the Atlantic (Regulatory 

Amendment 1) will publish in the Federal Register 

on December  30, 2016 (81 FR 96388).  The final 

rule becomes effective on January 30, 2017. 

 

The final rule establishes a commercial trip limit for 

dolphin of 4,000 pounds whole weight after 75 

percent of the commercial sector annual catch limit 

has been reached.  The trip limit applies to dolphin 

caught commercially from Maine through the east 

coast of Florida.  The trip limit remains in place until 

the end of the fishing year or until the entire 

commercial annual catch limit is met, whichever 

comes first.  The purpose of the trip limit is to reduce 

the chance of an in-season closure of the dolphin 

commercial sector as a result of the annual catch limit 

being reached during the fishing year, and to reduce 

the severity of social and economic impacts caused by 

these closures.   

  

For more information on Regulatory Amendment 1, 

please visit the NOAA Fisheries Southeast Regional 

Office Website at: 

http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/s_atl/d

w/2016/reg_am1/index.html. 

 

An electronic version of the amendment and final rule 

is available at that Web site or from the e-rulemaking 

portal, www.regulations.gov.  

 

To receive fishery bulletins via email: please sign up 

through Constant Contact at  

http://bit.ly/HQDUEU.  The electronic copy of the 

bulletin will be delivered to you faster than the paper 

copy, is in color, features informational links, and 

reduces paper use. 

 

NOAA Fisheries Southeast is pleased to announce the 

introduction of our Text Message Alert Program.  

The program will allow you to sign up to receive 

important fishery related alerts via text message. Text 

alerts you may receive include immediate fishery 

openings and closures, and any significant changes to 

fishing regulations that happen quickly. 

  

How to opt-in 
Sign up for related alerts for one or more of the 

following groups. Standard message & data rates may 

apply. You may opt-out at any time. 

Gulf of Mexico Recreational Fisheries:  

Text GULFRECFISH to 888777 

Gulf of Mexico Commercial Fisheries:  

Text GULFCOMMFISH to 888777 

South Atlantic Recreational Fisheries:  

Text SATLRECFISH to 888777 

South Atlantic Commercial Fisheries:  

Text SATLCOMMFISH to 888777 

Caribbean Fisheries:  

Text CARIBFISH to 888777 
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